1934 Diamond ‘T’ / Cayasler Pumper owned by the East Bloomfield Fire District – by Pat Thorpe
This truck is owned by the East Bloomfield Fire District in Bloomfield, NY.  Between my father and I, we have had an active presence in that organization since 1969.

The Fire Department

Like everything else in our world, the East Bloomfield Fire Department was formed and has continued to grow based on the needs of our community, and by the mistakes that we have learned from.  In 1921 a fire leveled a carriage house in the village of East Bloomfield, there was nothing in the community pertaining to fire protection, so the building burned to the ground!  As a result, a number of prominent residents of East Bloomfield felt an imminent need to start a fire department to protect the community.  In February, 1922 the East Bloomfield – Holcomb Fire Department was formed.  At that point, the fire department took delivery of a brand new Stewart chemical truck.  For the next 10 years, the 1922 Stewart provided adequate fire protection for the community.  This all changed in 1932.

In 1932 a serious fire occurred on Main Street Holcomb.  Everything on the northwest side of the four corners caught fire and burned to the ground.  The fire stopped at the Agway feed mill, and historians speculate that the fire stopped due to Agway having snow on the roof.  At the time of the fire, the leadership of the fire department quickly learned the downfalls to a chemical truck.  

A chemical truck is nothing more than a truck with two tanks and a hose reel.  One tank contains acid, while the other tank contains a baking soda type mixture.  When the valve is turned and the two chemicals are mixed, the tank is pressurized and allows you to fight the fire.  The downfall is that once the tanks run dry, you can’t refill the tanks quickly so in essence once you run out of chemical, you’re done fighting the fire!!  In simpler terms, a chemical truck is nothing more than a big fire extinguisher on wheels!  Longtime member Wesley Webb stated that back in the day when the tanks ran out of chemical, the guys sat down, opened a beer and watched it burn!!  

A New Truck Is Ordered

After burning down half the business district in 1932, both the leadership of the fire department and the village realized that something had to be done to prevent what happened.  The villages’ response was to install a municipal water system, while the fire department felt the need to purchase a pumper that could fight fire with water.  With a pumper that could pump water, and water mains that could supply the truck with water, everyone felt that their problems would be solved.  

July 25, 1934 a brand new Diamond ‘T’ pumper with a 500 gpm Barton-American pump was delivered from the Cayasler Fire Apparatus Company in Buffalo, NY.  At the time of its’ arrival the truck covered all of western Ontario County.  Honeoye, West Bloomfield, Bristol, Cheshire, Ionia fire departments wouldn’t be formed until later (Ionia wasn’t formed until 1963).  At the time when there was a major fire in East Bloomfield, neighboring departments would be coming from Victor, Fishers, Honeoye Falls, Mendon, Lima, Naples and Canandaigua Fire Departments.  We all know that our old cars don’t go fast, so with the roads not being built to today’s standards, and with neighboring trucks being that far away, it often took a long time to get help, and by today’s standards, those trucks weren’t suitable. 

This was the first true pumper in East Bloomfield.  In 1969 after 35 years of active service, the truck was repainted, and used for parade use only.  This truck has been under constant ownership for 75 years, and at one time or another, has shared floor space with every piece of motorized apparatus ever to protect East Bloomfield.  

The Truck Builder

Cayasler Fire Apparatus was started on Luddington Street in Buffalo, NY in 1932 by a man named Allen Case.  At the time of its’ formation, the company was named Case Fire Apparatus.  

On January 22, 1934 the Case Fire Apparatus was renamed Cayasler Fire Apparatus.   The name “Cayasler” would come from portions of names of the partners.  The “Ca” for Allen & Richard Case, the “ya” after Nicholas Yavicoli, and the “sler” would represent partners Theodore & Peter Geisler.

In 1936 Lester W. Young would resign as President of Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation and purchase controlling interest in Cayasler.  On April 5, 1944 the company would be renamed Young Fire Equipment Corporation would would remain until the company closed its’ doors in 1991.  

The records at Young Fire Apparatus indicate that East Bloomfield’s 1934 Diamond ‘T’ pumper is the earliest recorded fire apparatus to bear the Cayassler name plate that is still in existence.
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1940’s vintage photo of the 1934 Diamond ‘T’ in front of the firehouse.

